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Suit chills baseball stadium
Astros square off
with contractors
over water cooler
BYJENNIFER MWSOII

HOLI5rON BUSINESSflJRNAL

A malfunctioning chilled water
pipe system at Minute Maid Park
could cost as much as $70 million to

The expensive repair job is at is
sue in alawsuitfiledbytheflouston
Astros Baseball Club and the Harris
County-Houston Sports Authority
against contractors involved in the
design and instaflation of the sys
tem.
According to the suit, improper

insulation is causing current con
densation problems in the pipe sys
tern that pumps chilled water to

Wayne Fishe,, attorney for lii. Houston Mires: 1Everybody's pointing the tnger at the
SEE MINUTE MAID PARK. PAGE 76A otberon..
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MINUTE MAID PARK: Litigation flows from insulation in chilled water system
FROM PAGE IA

provide air conditioning at MinuteMaid
Park.
The suit filed Oct. tin Harris County

District Court names four defendants:
* l{ellmuth, Obata & Kassahaun, Inc.

HOK.
* M-E Engineers Inc.
* Way Engineering Co. Inc., now

known as Way Engineering Co. Ltd.
* Performance Contracting Inc.
Attorney Wayne Fisher, who repro-

Mr. Melwit doesnot like

hI4fflon, andprefers

not to have it'

Wayne fkher
Fisher, Boyd, Brown, Boudreaux & Huguenard LLP

sents the Astros. says all parties ac
knowledge the problem but none will
admit to being at fault.

`Everybody's pointing the finger at
the other one' says the name partner at
local law firm Fisher, Boyd, Brown,
Boudreaux & Huguenard lIP.
HOK does not comment on pending

litigation as a matter ofcompany policy,
says a representative for the large archi
tectural fIrm based in Kansas Cit Mo.
The amount ofdamages sought in the

lawsuit is not specified because the total
project cost is stifi an unknown.

Retrofitting the pipe system with new
insulation could require major infra
structure construction work see relat

ed story.
One source familiar with the project

estimates the final bill could reach $71
million.
The Astros will have to front the mon

ey for initial repair work. Fisher says the
litigation process could take 12 to 18
months, and the team cant wait that
long for a legal resolution to start the re
pairs.
But the Astros expect to collect later

in court.
Says Fisher: "The time has come to

determine the responsibility herer

LEGAL PINCH HITTER
This isn't the first time Fisher has

steppeduptothelegalplatefortheAstroa
Fisher represented the team in the

1990s when the Houston Oilers tried to
break the pro football teams lease in the
Astrodome. and most recentlywhen the
Astros sued Connecticut General Life
insurance overJeffBagwell's disability
policy.
The trial attorney also has handled

large personal injury and commercial
cases, including the probate of the
Howard Hughes estate.
The former president of the State Bar

of Texas coincidentally happens to be a
childhood friend ofAstros Owner Dray-
ton McLane.
Legal action usually is a last recourse

for McLane, according to his attorney.
Says Fisher: Mr. McLane does not like

litigation, and prefers not to have it But
sometimes it becomes necessary. Its a
major problem, hut one we intend to get
solvedr

jdacn@t*nialscvn 713-S5935

Miles ofpipe keep baseball fans cool
Minute Maid Park is coded by a

chilled water system installed
when the baseball arena formerly
known as Enron Field opened in
2000.
Piping and cooling devices pump

water through miles of conduiti to
create chilled air. Insulationt
needed to prevent moistiri
buildup, corrosion, leaking and
possiblfaUqre of the complá sys
tem
A lawsuit bled bytheHouston As

tros against ôtntractors alleges the
original insulation
was flawed
We feel thatthe

insulation Was ei
ther designed and/
or installed ihcby-,
reetlyr says Pant
Gardner. president
of business opera
tions for the Astros.

The wrong insu
lation was put on there in the first
place: contends Wayne Fisher, at
torney for the Astros.
Paul Brunner, a mechanical engi

neer at Fisher's wfirm. explains
the process. Entergy Corp. pumps
ntcr into the stadium at a service

4IeVeLbeIow the stands. Waterjust

qmM!,4° degrees is routed thtough
àutto air-condition the facility.

Insulation keeps the water cool at
higher levels in the ballpark and
prevents condensation from form
lug on the pipes. Brunner says.
Troubling signs were tint detect

ed in the summer of2006.
After condensation was seen in

numerous locations. Brunner says,
infraredatudies confirmed the in
sulation problem.
The basekafl organization, which

leases Minute Maid Park and is re
sponsiblefartpkeep. recently be
gan working on the insulation after
months of evaluation.
Redding Linden Burr Inc.. a me

chanical, electrical and plumbing
engineering firm hasedin Houston.
is overseeing the repairs.
W KBillBra½ltaftfAlb a

nationally recognized specialist in
chilled water pipe Insulation, is
consulting on the ob.

Isolation valves already cut into
the system will allow certain sec
tions of pipe to be closed off during
repairs. In addition, an coil units
have been added to try%o debumid

air in particular spotj
Various engineering firms are

bidding on the next flop of the
process, which can move forward
nowthat the baseball season is over
for the Astros.

Jennifer CIaw5oq


