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Suit chills baseball stadium

Astros square off
with contractors
over water cooler

BYJENNIFER MWSOII
HOLISZON BUSINESSE1JRNAL

A malfunctioning chilled water
pipe system at Minute Maid Park
could cost asmuch as $70 million to

The expensive repair job is at is
sue in alawsuitfiledbytheflouston
Astros Baseball Club and the Harris
County-Houston Sports Authority
against contractors involved in the
design and instaflation of the sys
tem.

According to the suit, improper
insulation is causing current con
densation problems in the pipe sys
tern that pumps chilled water to

Wayne Fishe,, attorney for lii, Houston Mires: 1Everybody's pointing the tnger at the
SEE MINUTE MAID PARK. PAGE 76A  otberon..
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provide air conditioning at Minute Maid
Park.

The suit filed Oct. 1 in Harris County
District Court names four defendants:

» Hellmuth, Obata & Kassabaum Inc.
(HOK).

« M-E Engineers Inc.

« Way Engineering Co. Inc., now
known as Way Engineering Co. Ltd.

« Performance Contracting Inc.

Attorney Wayne Fisher, who repre-

‘Mr. McLane does not like
litigation, and prefers
not to haveit.

Wayne Fisher
Fisher, Boyd, Brown, Boudreaux & Huguenard LLP

sents the Astros, says all parties ac-
knowledge the problem but none will
admit to being at fault.

“Everybody’s pointing the finger at
the other one,” says the name partner at
local law firm Fisher, Boyd, Brown,
Boudreaux & Huguenard LLP.

HOK does not comment on pending
litigation as a matter of company policy,
says a representative for the large archi-
tectural firm based in Kansas City, Mo.

The amount of damages sought in the
lawsuit is not specified because the total
project cost is still an unknown.

Retrofitting the pipe system with new
insulation could require major infra-
structure construction work (see relat-

CONTINUED FROM...

MINUTE MAID PARK: Litigation flows from insulation in chilled water system

ed story).

One source familiar with the project
estimates the final bill could reach $70
million.

The Astros will have to front the mon-
ey for initial repair work. Fisher says the
litigation process could take 12 to 18
months, and the team can’'t wait that
long for a legal resolution to start the re-
pairs.

But the Astros expect to collect later
in court.

Says Fisher: “The time has come to
determine the responsibility here.”

LEGAL PINCH HITTER

This isn’t the first time Fisher has
stepped up to thelegal plate for the Astros.

Fisher represented the team in the
1990s when the Houston Qilers tried to
break the pro football team’s lease in the
Astrodome, and most recently when the
Astros sued Connecticut General Life
Insurance over Jeff Bagwell's disability
policy.

The trial attorney also has handled
large personal injury and commercial
cases, including the probate of the
Howard Hughes estate.

The former president of the State Bar
of Texas coincidentally happens to be a
childhood friend of Astros Owner Dray-
ton McLane.

Legal action usually is a last recourse
for McLane, according to his attorney.

Says Fisher: “Mr. McLane does not like
litigation, and prefers not to have it. But
sometimes it becomes necessary. It's a
major problem, but one we intend to get
solved” =
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